
Ronald Brown’s Background - Maverick Wines 

 

Ronald Brown was born in Speyside in Northern Scotland but through his Swiss mother 
inherited a passion for vineyards and wine. After creating various vineyard projects in 
Switzerland and in France, he came to Australia in 1997, and completed a winemaking 
degree at Charles Sturt University in 2004.  

 

During Ron’s early years in Australia, he had the opportunity to visit most of the vineyard 
areas in this wonderfully diverse continent. He fell in love with the Eden Valley, and  with 
the adjacent Barossa Valley collectively known as the “Barossa” and the undisputed 
home of Australia’s top Shiraz and Grenache. Indeed, the juxtaposition of these two 
very different but adjacent wine regions provided a wonderful palette of terroirs and 
flavours from which Ron knew he would be able to make Shiraz and Grenache of the 
same level of excellence and diversity as the Northern Rhone.  

The other compelling reason for coming to the Barossa was its “Europeanness” – he was 
enthralled by the history of the early settlers  and their ultimate resounding 
achievement.  

In 2004 Ron created Maverick Wines and acquired some of the top terroirs of the 
Barossa and Eden Valleys. The underlying philosophy was to make terroir driven wines, 
farmed in accordance with Nature, and to make premium boutique artisanal wines 
from an estate grown fruit which would be among the best of their genre, 
quintessentially Australian in origin but European in expression, elegance and 
complexity. Above all, to make wines which are perfect accompaniments with food 
and which over-deliver on every dimension including price!  

14 years later the dream has become reality. From the beginning, Maverick wines have 
been a red 5 star James Halliday winery. The hallmark of Maverick wines is their purity 
(which comes from organic/biodynamic viticultural practices in many of the vineyards) 
and intensity of fruit which comes from the old vines and root systems – Maverick has 
many vineyards from the 1840s and 1870s.  

 

 

 


